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against English, for no doubt his greatest work was
religious reform, and that he did not expect to carry
out with the aid of English, but with the aid of a
knowledge of the Hindu scriptures and the spread of
correct ideas of religion, based on the philosophy of
the Upanishads, uncontaminated by anything that
came from the West. At this juncture, therefore,
it will not be unprofitable to go back a hundred
years in the cultural history of India as a whole,
and se3 for ourselves, what were the leading consi-
derations of that period that finally persuaded the
British Government to encourage English education,
which they know, in the bottom of their hearts, would
ultimately lead to their own political downfall.
Ram Mohan Roy wrote a letter to Lord Amherst,
Governor-General in Council during the time when
ths controversy was at its height, on English education.
I quote a few sentences from this letter. Referring
to the establishment of a college in Calcutta he stated
that it would enable the natives of India to be given
education in Mathematics, Natural Philosophy,
Chemistry, Anatomy and Universal Sciences, which
the natives of Europe have carried to a degree of
perfection and which has raised them above the
inhabitants of the other parts of the world. But he
questioned the utility of establishing a Sanskrit school
with Hindu pundits to impart such knowledge as is
current in India. He said, "The pupils will there
acquire what was known two thousand years ago